ICSU/WDC Liaison
The CEOS/WGISS International Council for Science (ICSU) World Data Center (WDC) Liaison will report to WGISS on the data activities of ICSU, especially as they pertain to the WDC system.  The World Data Center (WDC) system was created to archive and distribute data collected from the observational programs of the 1957-1958 International Geophysical Year. Originally established in the United States, Europe, Russia, and Japan, the WDC system has since expanded to other countries and to new scientific disciplines. The WDC system now includes 53 Centers in 12 countries. Its holdings include a wide range of solar, geophysical, environmental, and human dimensions data. These data cover timescales ranging from seconds to millennia and they provide baseline information for research in many ICSU disciplines, especially for monitoring changes in the geosphere and biosphere, gradual or sudden, foreseen or unexpected, natural or man-made.  See: http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/wdc/wdcmain.html
In 2003, the WDC Panel formed a “Modernization Task Team.  The Team published its final report “Towards a New World Data Center System: Meeting Global Needs.”  A key finding was a vision of the WDCs evolving into a “Global Science Data Network” from the existing collection of centers. Such a network would include new technologies, new data, new participants, and new organizational principles. But more importantly it would include the strengthening of the human resources focused on science data management.
ICSU recently reviewed its data activities and issued a report on the Priority Area Assessment (PAA) on Scientific Data and Information.  The recommendations included that “ICSU should re-examine its entire data center infrastructure in light of technological and scientific changes in data collection, use, and management.  Planning for an updated system should build upon the successful accomplishments of the World Data Centers, but should go beyond current practice to take advantages of new technologies and capabilities. This effort should be integrated into the development of a long-term strategic framework and international Scientific Data and Information Forum (SciDIF). It must take account of the needs of existing ICSU programs and other new initiatives, such as the Group on Earth Observations (GEO), the International Polar Year in 2007 -2008, and the electronic Geophysical Year (eGY).” See: http://www.icsu.org/2_resourcecentre/RESOURCE_list_base.php4?rub=9
The ICSU/WDC Liaison will report to WGISS on activities to implement the recommendations contained in these two reports as well as other aspects of interest to WGISS.  
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